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A new ambitious treaty of cooperation between Germany and France:  
The Treaty of Aachen completes the Elysée Treaty 

Today, 22nd of January, 2019, Germany and France will sign the Treaty of Aachen. 

This Treaty, to be concluded in the historic German city of Aachen by French President Emmanuel 
Macron and German Federal Chancellor Dr. Angela Merkel, will elevate French-German  
Co-operation to a new level in order for the two countries to jointly address the challenges of the 
21st century. 

The reconciliation dimension between the two countries in the aftermath of the two world wars of 
the 20th century has been at the core of the Elysée Treaty, signed on January 22nd, 1963, by then 
German Federal Chancellor Konrad Adenauer and French President Charles de Gaulle. 
 
Today, on the 56th anniversary of the Elysée Treaty, a new chapter is to be opened and will take 
France’s and Germany’s bonds even closer with a renewed Treaty, the Aachen Treaty or "Elysée 
2.0".  

The new bilateral treaty will significantly intensify Franco-German co-operation on foreign and 
security policy, particularly in the European Union and the United Nations. Both  
countries have reinforced their military co-operation with the adoption of a mutual defence clause 
and the setting up of a joint unit for peace operations abroad. 

Pooling ideas and sharing resources will make both countries stronger. The resulting  
synergies will be used, i.a. for supporting the United Nations and for strengthening  
multilateralism and a rules-based international order and free trade. Uniting Europe  
continues to be the leading vision. The enhanced co-operation will include the merger of some 
Instituts français and Goethe Institutes, a “Joint Citizens Fund” as well as cross-border projects for 
the benefit of citizens. 

Aachen’s history dates back nearly 2.000 years. It is of symbolic value for Germans and French alike 
as the place of the coronation of Emperor Charlemagne, who is equally  
respected by both countries today. 

 

More information can be found here:  

http://t1p.de/n9mo (English),  http://t1p.de/n9mo (French), http://t1p.de/a9cg (German) 
http://t1p.de/ut03 (French), http://t1p.de/8kxj (German), http://t1p.de/a8ma 
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